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fiances. For the Paper will ufually appear of ki 
white ; and the reafon is, that black borders * ° 
obfcure blue of the firft order defcribed i n t | ° n tlle 
Obfervation, and therefore reflects more rays 
Colour than of any other. ** ot that 

In thefe Defcriptions I have been the more n 3 *• 
lar, becaufe it is not impoffible but that Mifcrof CU ' 
may at length be improved to the difcoverv nfT 
particles of Bodies on which their Colours depen/* 
they are not already in Home meafure arrived to ri!?/ 
gree of perfection. For if thofe Inftruments are or 
be fo far improved as with iuffident diftinCtnefs tn ^ 
prefent Objeds five or fix hundred times bigger th' 
at a Foot diftance they appear to our nakedSyJ! 
lhould hope that we might be able to difcover foL\f 
the greateft of thofe cprpufdes. And by one that would 
magnify three or four thoufand times perhaps thev 
might all be difcovered, but thofe which produce black 
nefs. In the mean while I lee nothing material in this 
Difcourfe that may rationally be doubted of excepting 
this Pofition, I hat trail! parent corpufcles of the fame 
thicknefs and denfity with a Plate, do exhibit the fame 
Colour. And this I would have underftood not with- 
out fome latitude, as well bccaufe thofe corpufcles may 
be of irregular Figures, and many rays muft be oblique 
ly incident on thein ? and io have a fhorter way through 
them than the length of their Diameters, as becaufe the 
fhaitnefs of the medium pent in on all fides within fuch 
corpufcles may a little alter its motions or other qua- 
lities on which the reflexion depends. But yet 1 can- 
not much fufpea the lafi, becaufe I have obferved of 
Fome linall Plates of Mtilcovy-Glais which were of an 

even 


. . . 

even thicknefs, that through a Miicrolcope they have 
f. 1 , neared of the fame Colour at their edges and cor- 
nersvjhere the included medium was terminated, which 
they 'appeared of in other places. However it will add 
much toour fatisfedion, if thofe corpufcles could be dif- 
covered with Mi fcrofcopes ; which if we fhall at leng h 
attain to, I fear it will be the utmoft improvement of 
this fenfe. For it feeins impoffible to fee the more le- 
er et and noble works of nature within the corpufcles 


PROP. VIII. 

The caufe of Reflexion is not the impinging of Light on 
the folid or impervious parts of Bodies , as is commonly be* 
lieved. 

This will appear by the following Confederations. 
Firft, That in the pafiage of Light out of Glafs into 
Air there is a reflexion as ftrong as in its pafiage out of 
Air into Glafs, or rather a little ftronger, and by many 
degrees ftronger than in its pafiage out of Glafs into 
Water. And it feems not probable that Air fhould have 
more reflecting parts than Water or Glafs. But if that 
fhould poffibly be fuppofed, yet it will avail nothing ; 
for the reflexion is as ftrong or ftronger when the Air is 
drawn away from the Glafs, (fuppofe in the Air-pump 
invented by Mr. Boyle ) as when it is adjacent to it. 
Secondly, If Light in its pafl'age out of Glafs into Air 
be incident more obliquely than at an Angle of 40 or 
41 degrees it is wholly refiefted, if lefs obliquely it is 
m great meafure tranfmitted. Now it is not to be ima- 
gined that Light at one degree of obliquity fhould meet 
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